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A  very  remarkable  set  of  photographs,  taken  by  La  Roche,  Seattle,  Washington,  illustrating  the  rush 

to  the  Klondike  regions,  and  showing  the  hardships  and  difficulties  of  getting  there      Other  photographs 

showing  the  daily  life  in  Dawson  City,  which  is  the  centre  or  metropolis  of  the  new  Bldorado. 

'I'akoii  Inlet. 
One  would  woii- 
(liT  what  tliL'y 
could  i)o.ssil)ly 
want  with  ice  in 
this  region,  but  1 
can  assure  you 
that  thu  short 
s  u  Ml  ni  e  r  i  n 
Alaska  is  often 
([uite  intoleralily 
hot.  At  the  same 
time,a  |)ra(tically 
inexhaustible 
supply  of  ice  is 
forthcoming 
from  the  mar- 
vellous     Muir 
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HE  oi)je(t  of  this  article  is  not 
to  enter  into  a  long  dis(iuisiti()n 
on  the  muchtalked-of  Klondike 
region,  nor  shall  I  weary  you 
with  dry  figures  as  to  output   of 
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gold,  prospects  for  the  future,  and  general 
morali/.ings  as  to  die  harmfulness  of  gold 
"  rushes."  No,  I  want  to  do  none  of  these 
things.  I  simply  want  to  disjjlay,  for  your 
benefit,  dear  reader,  a  set  of  ])h(jtograplis 
which  I  think  merit  the  epitliet  "  interest- 
ing," anil  they  will  enable  us  to  look  on  as 
mere  spectators  and  form  a  curiously  exact 
idea  i)f  the  hardsl'Mjis  encountered  antl  the 
(jueer  sights  witnessed  in  conjunction  wiiii 
a  journey  from  the  civilization  of  the 
("anadian  and  American  cities  up  into  the 
wilds  of  the  almost  unexplored  territories 
of  the  great  I  )ominion. 

Our  first  photograph  was  taken  in  the 
beautifully  situated  town  of  Sitka,  in  Alaska. 
Here  we  see  a  number  of  Indian  women 
traders  who  are  displaying  their  wares  for 
the  benefit  of  gold  seekers  on  their  way  to 
the  Klondike.  IJut,  you  will  ask,  "Are 
•hey  all  asleep,  or  why  are  they  hiding  their 
faces  in  this  way  ?  "  Well,  this  is  entirely 
due  to  the  curious  terror  which  the  camera 
inspires  in  the  breasts  of  all  primitive 
savages,  who  lixjk  upon  this  valuable  instru- 
ment as  a  species  of  e\il  eye,  which  will 
certainly  bewitch  them  if  they  look  at  it. 

In  our  next  photograph  we  see  the 
steamer  Queen  taking  on  board  ice  in  the 
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(ilacicr,  wliicli  in  placx's  rises  up  from  the  water's 
edge  fully  1,000ft.  sheer.  Ice,  then,  must  he 
cheap  in  those  regions,  and  on?  has  no  doubt 
that  the  Qiwen  could  fill  her  big  ice  net  oser  and 
over  again  for  a  very  small  consideration  indeed. 
Let  us  now  get  on  to  the  famous  trails.  There 
are  two  principal  trails  or  pathways  leading  more 
or  less  ilirectly  to  the  Klondike  region  —  the  1  )yea 
trail  and  the  Skaguay  trail.  Now,  the  sufferings 
and  hardships  encountered  by  man  and  beast  on 
these  trails  have  already  been  illustrated  in  'I'uk. 
\\'ii)i;  World  ^f.\(•..^ZI^^. ;  but  I  tliink  it  will 
be  news  to  most  |)eople  tiiat  big  oxen  are  pretty 
extensively  used 
instead  of  horses. 
Probably  one 
reason  for  the 
preference  is  that 
the  cloven  hoof 
will  not  sink  into 
swam])s  where 
a  horse  or 
mule  would  be 
promptly  bogged. 
Besides  —  though 
this  is  a  some- 
what glim  con- 
sideration —  the 
poor  patient  crea- 
tures that  carry 
the  pac  ks  have 
frequently  to  be 
killed  and  eaten, 


and  naturally  the 
prospeitors  pre- 
fer good  honest 
beef  to  horse- 
flesh. Then,  no 
doubt,  these  oxen 
are  more  tra<ta- 
ble  tl'  '.11  mules 
and  ponies,  .-nd 
can  carry  heavier 
loads  for  longer 
distances.  In  the 
foreground  of  our 
photograph  we 
see  a  number  of 
those  Iiulians 
who  make  "  a 
good  tiling  "  by 
c  a  r  r  y  i  n  g  the 
packs  over  the 
trail  for  a  con- 
sideration com- 
p  u  t  e  d  at  s  o 
much  per  pound 
weight.  Most  of 
these  Indians 
are,  of  course,  humble  enough,  though  some 
among  them  have  taken  advantage  of  the  Klon- 
dike boom  and  have  be(X)me  ([uite  rich  men, 
employing  many  packers  and  owning  whole 
herds  of  cattle.  As  everyone  knows,  the  ordi- 
nary rates  for  packing  charged  by  the  Chilcat 
Indians  went  uj)  enormously  in  the  first  Klon- 
dike rush,  the  red  men  knowing  perfectly  well 
that  in  some  measure  at  least  they  had  the  goUI- 
seekers  at  their  mercy. 

tHir  next  ])hot()graph  shows  a  party  towing 
provisions  up  the  Dyea  River;  and  eviryone will 
readily    see    that     these    seekers    after    sudden 
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wealth  have  tiieir  work  cut  out  for  them.  For 
niilts  these  resolute  men  wi!l  wade  along  in  the 
stream,  pulling  and  shoving  frantically,  and  even 
trying  to  dig  away  tiie  hed  of  the  river  when  the 
more  or  less  cra/y  craft  comes  to  a  standstill. 
Or  it  may  l)e  that  in  places  the  whole  transport 
has  to  he  portaged  -/'.c,  everything,  boat  and 
all,  lifted  out  of  the  water,  carried  some  distance 
overland,  and  finally  deposited  on  the  water 
again  where  navigation  is  mor.,>  feasible. 

Observe,  I  mention  "seekers  after  sudden 
wealth."  Well,  the  phrase  may  stand  either 
way,  because  if  these  men  are  not  actually  bound 
for  the  i'.ldorado 
itself,  they  are 
probably  sj)ecu- 
lators  or  contrac- 
tors who  stand  to 
win  whetluT  gold 
is  found  or  not. 
'['he  newspajiers 
have  been  full 
of  sensational  re- 
ports as  to  what 
bags  of  tlour  and 
i)()ttles  of  whisky 
fetch  in  these 
regions,  and  no 
doubt  many  for 

,  tunes  havi'  been 

I  made  by  enter- 
|)rising  caterers 
and  storekee|)ers 
in  tlie  ferm  of 
gold  won  from 
tin-  fro/en  soil 
\>y  others. 
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in  t  h  I'  l)  y  e  a 
!<  i  v  e  r.  Here 
we  si'e  four  men 
harnessi'd  to  a 
cart  loaded  with 
|)ro\isions  and 
stores.  l''or hours 
these  sturdy 
fellows  will  plod 
on  in  this  man 
ner,  bearing  all 
kinds  of  hard 
ships  with  perfect 
good  humour, 
and  always  hop 
ing  that  wealth 
a  waits  t  h  e  m 
sooner  or  later. 
.Ml  kinds  o| 
conveyances  are 
practically  worth  their  weight  in  gold  in  these 
desolate  parts,  where,  only  a  few  months  ago.  the 
bear  and  the  beaver  were  the  only  li\ing  inhabi- 
tants. Now,  however,  scenes  such  as  tlu'  oni' 
depicted  in  our  next  photogr.'iph  are  common 
enough  at  Dyea.  Here  we  .see  an  old  "scow," 
heavily  laden  with  Klondikers,  anil  their  stores 
and  provisions.  In  the  ordinary  way,  we  imagine, 
no  sane  men  would  trust  their  lives  and  all 
their  worldly  possessions  in  such  a  rickety 
cr;;;t,  but  then  one  cannot  pick  and  choose  in 
a  gold  rush.  ICach  man  on  that  scow  has 
probably  seen  vessels  return  from  St.  Michael's, 
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at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Yukon,  with  tons  of  gold 
dust,  and  he  is  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  to 
(^et  to  tliat  vcritahlu  'I'oni  'i'iddler's  ground, 
where  In:  is  perfectly  certain  gold  is  to  he  had 
for  the  mere  picking  up.  Has  he  not  co  1- 
versod  with  the  lucky  diggers?  And  has  not 
the  sight  of  the  sacks  of  precious  dust  impressed 
him  infinilely  more  than  the  melancholy  yarns 
of  suffering  and  heartbreak  told  by  the  failures? 
Our  next  photograph  is  one  that  cannot  fail 
to  excite  a  good  deal  of  interest.  Dawson  City, 
the  metropolis  of  the  Klondike  region,  is  not 
without  its  amusements  (did  you  t;ver  hear  of  a 
golil  ( ity  that  was  ?) ;  and  we  here  present  to  you 
a  phologra|)h  showing  a  i)arty  of  brave  and 
enterprising  actresses  fording  the  Dyea  River  on 
their   way  to  the  Klondike.     Vou  will  oljserve 


sure,  will  Ik:  a  wildly  enthusiastic  one,  fc  when 
all  is  said  and  done  miners  are  a  good  hearted 
set  of  men,  easily  pleased  and  generous  to  a 
fault,  though  there  may  be  black  sheep  among 
them. 

The  |)hotogra|)h  we  reproduce  at  the  top  of 
the  following  page  is  a  very  extraordinary  one, 
and  does  much  credit  to  the  enterprising 
photographer.  The  foreground  depicts  f(;r 
us  that  |)art  of  the  (!hilcoot  I'ass  where  one 
takes  the  now  famous  "  stairway."  'Ihis 
stairway  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  kind 
of  aerial  tramway,  on  which  work  a  number  of 
little  trolleys  sus|)ended  on  pulleys  from  stout 
cables,  these  latter  acting  as  rails.  A  very 
animated  picture  presents  itself  in  the  fore- 
ground, where  there  is  a  whole  town  of  miners 
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that  each  lady  except  the  one  being  carried  — 
wears  high  jack  boots,  and  is  sauntering  through 
the  flood  as  carelessly  as  though  she  were  tread- 
ing the  boards  at  tlie  London  Adelphi.  \'ou 
will  also  observe  tliat  each  of  these  enterprising 
Thespians  carries  a  small  handbag,  and  all  look 
pretty  resolute  and  bent  on  "getting  there." 
Dne  would  like  to  know  whether  they  carry  their 
"  parts  "  in  that  bag  ;  what  dramas  are  in  their 
repertoire  ;  and  whether  they  have  other  engage- 
ments after  leaving  Dawson  ('ity.  Their  weekly 
salaries  will  |)robably  be  weighed  out  to  them 
in  gold  dust,  and  that  they  will  not  lack  scenery 
may  be  judged  from  the  sujjerb  background  of 
this  photograph.      Their  audience,  you  may  be 


|/'/;.  /■,.. 


and  their  belongings  waiting  to  go  over 
the  "sadtlle."  Truly  the  siene  is  one  of 
much  activity.  There  is  snow  everywhere,  but 
yet  these  eager  men  do  not  seem  to  mind  it. 
Not  only  are  there  a  great  nimiber  of  tents 
pitched,  but  there  are  several  more  substantial 
wooden  structures  erected  ;  and  one  can  also 
discern  piles  of  stores,  baggage,  and  provisions, 
as  wt'll  as  sledges,  dogs,  ponies,  etc.  It 
would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  present  to  the  stay- 
at-home  ri'ader  a  more  vivid  idea  of  tiie  rush  to 
Klondike  than  the  one  prc'sented  in  this  remark 
able  photograph,  which  enables  one  to  realize 
at  a  glance  all  the  hardshi|)s  and  all  the  ileso- 
lateness  of  that  terrible  journey. 
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uild  or  hire  a  l)(jat  of 
some  kind  to  take  him 
on  the  next  stage  of  his 
journey,  l-'rom  this,  it  is 
evident  that  the  miner 
must  include  in  his  outfit 
a.xes,  tar,  nails,  and  other 
heavy  a;id  cumhersoim- 
r((|uisites.  Hut,  you  will 
say,  '•  It  is  not  every  man 
wiio  knows  how  to  huild 
a  hoat !  "  I'lxaetly  so  ; 
and  Were  it  jiossihle  to 
(jl)tain  a  list  of  the  unfor- 
tunate men  who  have  put 
out  into  these  lakes  in 
some  craft  of  their  own 
construction  never  to  he 
luard  of  again,  the  result 
woukl  he  astounding  in 
the  very   higiiest   degree. 

There  are  so  many  pit- 
falls for  the  unfortunate 
Klondiker.  \\v  may  reach 
tile  shores  of  Lake  1  Jennet 
sallly  enougii  ;  he  may 
iven  build  a  boat,  and 
then  launch  forth  to  his 
own   certain    destruction. 

Tile  scene  depicted  in 
our  photograjih  is  one  of 
great  animation.  Timber 
lias  now  to  be  brought 
some  little  tlistance, 
although,  of  course,  the 
larly  comers  in  the  rush 
IkuI  their  trees  iiracticallv 


Our  next  i)h(itograpli  show-, 
the  very  summit  of  the  Chilcoot 
Pass — a  wild  and  awe-inspiring 
wilderness  of  rocks  witli  a 
typical  Klondiker  in  the  fore- 
ground. That  he  will  presently 
need  the  oars  he  is  carrying  will 
be  evident  Ironi  the  next  photo 
graph,  whii  h  shows  us  a  "sliip- 
vard "  on  the  shores  of  \x\V.v 
I'ennet.  .As  all  the  workl  knows 
by  this  time,  the  KU)ndiker,  alkr 
having  bought  his  outfit  and  hail 
it  jiacked  over  tlu;  dreadid  Chil- 
coot or  White  I'ass,  is  obliged, 
on  reaching  the  shores  of  the 
first  of  the   chain   of  lakes,    to 
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at  tlie  water's  edge.  'I'he  thousands  who  came, 
h(}wever,  fiuickly  demolished  the  supply  close 
at  hand,  so  it  became  increasingly  difficult 
for  the  unhapj)y  prospector  to  get  beyond  this 
stage  of  his  journey  to  the  Klondike.  I  have 
been  assured  by  returned  miners  that  the  scene 
at  this  spot  literally  baffled  description  at  times. 
Perhaps  one  man  would,  with  great  labour,  build 
a  boat,  which  would  promptly  be  stolen  from 
him  by  one  of  his  more  unscrupulous  fellow- 
travellers,  who  was  without  either  ability  or 
means.  Hoats  of 
every  conceivable 
size  and  shape  and 
make  lie  about  in 
all  stages  cf  com- 
pletion, and  the 
picturesque  shores 
of  the  lake  resound 
with  the  ring  of 
the  axe  and  the 
noise  of  m a n y 
hammers. 

Some  men, 
again,  build  boats 
not  for  themselves, 
but  merely  to  loan 
out  to  the  gold- 
seekers,  and  these 
enterprising  specu- 
lators, of  course, 
stand  to  gain  in 
any  event. 


Wlun  some  of 
the  lakes  of  the 
chain  are  frozen 
over,  however,  a 
far  more  expedi- 
tious mode  of 
transport  is 
found.  This  is 
demonstrated  in 
our  ne\t  |)boto- 
graph.  which 
shows  a  number 
of  sturdy  fellows 
i(  e  sailing  across 
Lake  I. e barge. 
1 1  ere  we  see  three 
boats  of  rude  con - 
strmtion  (made, 
of  course,  i)y  the 
miners  them- 
selves) mounted 
upon  orilinary 
dog  sleds  and  i)ro- 
vi(led  with  make- 
shift sails.  'l"he 
doj'S,  you  will 
observe,  are  still  harnessed,  but  i)roviding  there 
is  a  good  breeze  these  long-suffering  animals  are 
(juite  a  secondary  consideration  as  regards 
motive  power.  This  photograph  also  provides 
u  most  evcellent  illustration  of  the  fertility 
of  resource  which  invariably  characterizes  these 
intrei)id  adventurers. 

In  our  next  photograph  you  will  observe  that 
we  arm-chair  critics  have  actually  reached  the 
Klondike,  and  we  art;  calmly  reganliiig  a  number 
of  miners  working  a  claim  on    ICIdorado  ("reek. 
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We  see  how  a  man  uses  his  washing  pan,  and 
we  also  notice  tlie  construction  of  the  wooden 
trough,  or  Hume,  whu  h  the  miners  use.  An 
even  simpler  form  of  washing  for  gold  is  next 
represented,  and  this  con-ii-,ts  in  merely  throw- 
ing some  of  the  gold  bia ring  sand  into  a  wasli- 
ing-tin,  and  whirling  it  round  and  round  uiuil 
the  precious  dust  settles  at  the  bottom. 

'i'he  Centre  of  ar-tivity  in  tliis  region  —  tiie 
metropolis  of  the 
Klondike,  as  I 
have  already 
called  i  t  -  i  s 
Daw.son  City,  and 
1  rejjroduce,  at 
the  top  of  the 
next  jKige,  a  most 
animated  streirt 
scene  in  that 
remote,  but  far- 
famed,  "  city." 
It  is  evidently  a,i 
off-day  with  the 
niint.T.s,  an  1  you 
may  be  interested 
to  notice  that 
many  of  them 
nre  quite  wcdl 
<lressed.  Further- 
more, one  is 
struck  with  the 
regularity  of  the 
;street  and  the 
relatively  substan- 
tial nature  of  the 


buildings.  The 
establishment  of 
Dawson  City 
forms  (me  of  the 
most  romantic 
chapters  in  the 
history  of  gold 
mining.  Just 
think  of  it.  Only 
a  few  months  ago 
the  red  Indian 
stalked  alone  in 
these  wilder 
nesses.  Suddenly, 
however,  and 
apparently  by 
magic,  thousands 
o  f  w  h  i  t  e  m  e  n 
struggled  their 
weary  way  across 
the  mountains, 
and  s])read  them- 
selves out  over 
the  ramifications 
of  the  Cireat  N'ukon  and  Klondike  rivers.  l!ut 
the  death-roll  of  the  Klondike  rush  will  never 
be  accurately  known.  The  (.'anadian  Covern- 
ment  sent  their  police  to  Dawson  in  the  interests 
of  law  and  order,  and  in  a  few  weeks  there  were 
banks,  hotels,  stores,  theatres,  and  all  the  other 
features  of  a  regular  township.  S(inie  idea  of 
the  poi>ulation  may  be  gathered  from  the  photo- 
graph we  reproduce. 
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It  is,  howovrr,  a  mistakr  to  suppose  tlint  tluTe 
are  no  ladies  in  Dawson  (!ity.  I'lic  ladies  \vu 
were  considering  a  few  minutes  as^o  were  on 
their  way  to  the  Klondike.  Well,  in  our  next 
ph()tonra|)h  we  see  a  pretty  considerable  crowd 
of  Klondikers  waiting  for  the  mail  boat  to  bring 
them  news  of  the  outer  world.  And,  be  it 
observed,  there  are  ladies  here,  and  children  ami 
dogs.  l'"urthermore,  everybody  seems  pretty 
well  dressed,  but  at  the  same  time;  it  must  l)e  a 
great  hardship  to  be  altogether  cut  off  from 
civilization  for  so 
many  months  in 
the  year.  Travel- 
lers who  have 
been  out  of  the 
reach  of  civiliza- 
tion for  a  long 
time  will  expatiate 
in  glowing  terms 
upon  the  intense 
eagerness  that 
consumed  them 
to  get  some  infor- 
mation of  the 
great  outer  world. 
This  photograph, 
then,  illustrates 
for  us  in  a  very 
interesting 
m  a  n  ii  e  r  t  h  e 
anxiety  wit  h 
which  the  Klon- 
dikers at  Dawson 
City  wait  for  news 


of  the  civilized 
world  that  lies 
beyond  their 
mighty  rivers  and 
frozen  wastes. 

No  one  at  this 
time  of  day  re- 
(luircs  to  be  told 
about  the  hard- 
ships of  life  in 
Dawson  City  — 
the  intense  cold 
ol"  winter,  the 
.  rturing  mosqui- 
toes of  summer, 
and  the  heart- 
br^•akin^  dil- 
a|)p()inlments  in- 
citlental  to  gold 
mining.  Added 
to  these  are  the 
scarcity  and 
dearness  of  all 
necessaries.  All 
these  things  are  well  known  and  have  been 
fully  described  already.  The  photograi)h  we 
next  reproduce,  however,  shows  us  a  truly 
disastrous  flood  in  the  gold  mining  mctro- 
jiolis.  Incidentally,  too,  it  gives  us  ([uite  an 
interesting  little  glimpse  of  the  town  itself. 
Observe  tliat  unimposing  building,  "The  Mine 
Exchange."  Notice  also  the  weird  building 
belonging  to  "  Mr.  Nelson  A.  Soggs,  jeweller 
and  optician."  One  wonders  what  a  jeweller  is 
doing    here   at   all,    to   say    nothing    about    an 
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0[)tician  unlos,  of  cour^f,  the  amount  of  g(jld 
in  a  claim  was  so  small  liiat  its  owner  could 
not  see  it,  and  so  wanted  siKctadcs.  \'ou  will 
observe  that  .Messrs.  \.  J.  Haniiurman  it  Co. 
are  '"mine  brokers,"  and  th.it  tlv  \  advertise, 
"Wanted:  (,)iiart/  and  i'lactr  i  i  ■  .ns."  All 
this,  as  1  said,  gives  us  a  curiously  vi\id  i;limpso 
of  life  in  this  place,  but  what  1  wish  more  par- 
ticularly to  point  out  is  that  the  street,  such  as 
it  is,  has  to  be  n.ivigaled  in  bo.its.  It  must  be  a 
nielanciiolv  lellei  tioii   for    Mr.  XcNoii   .\.  Sogj^s 
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to  think  that  a 
pHr,(M  «  Hie  <  ll<* 
t  o  Ml  e  r  ni  tg  h  ( 
drnwn  just  oiil 
sid«'  his  iiiii'iutr 
esi.iblivhni'rit. 

lint  whin  all 
is  said  and  don*: 
life  in  Dawson 
( 'ily  is  not  with 
nut  its  redi  eiiiing 
(e.itiin  s.  .And 
that  there  art; 
ji.istime^  apart 
Imm  ilie  ^.miiiii.' 
>:iloo|l  will  hr 
s(  en  from  the  f.'ist 
photograph  we 
reproduce,  wliich 
shnwslis  ;i  mollu  I 
:'^y'.\  her  little  one 
sleighing  near 
Dawson  City. 
The  little  sleigh  is 
drawn  by  a  team  of  powerful  dogs.  ,iiid  it  is  satis- 
factory to  notice  that  the  mother  is  clad  in  warm 
Sealskin,  whilst  she  and  her  baby  are  wrajiped  in 
many  thick  anil  warm  skin  rugs.  A  spin  over  the 
vast  fro/en  surface  of  the  Yukon  River  under 
these  conditior.s  must  bi'  highly  e\hiiar.'itiiig  ami 
coiulucive  to  health.  Only  Klondikers  h.ne  not 
yet  made  up  their  mind  whether  the  summer  is 
worse  than  the  winter,  or  whether  the  mostpiitoes 
of  the  fnrnur  are  a  gp  ater  drawback  than  the 
inconceivaiiR'  cold  of  liie  latter. 
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